8               SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

machine binding is the logical completion of the
machine-printed book. Hand-binding is still used for
the enshrinement of special copies of fine books or books
of unusual interest or value, for binding limited editions
of carefully printed books, and generally for binding any
odd volumes that may require protection. For binding
large editions, machinery is not only necessary but is
better than hand-work. You can, by using poor
materials and faulty methods, make very bad bindings
by machinery, but, given equally faulty materials and
methods, quite as bad bindings can be, and are, pro-
duced by hand.

Bookbinding at its best is a beautiful and still-living
craft. Whether it shall continue to live depends upon
the demand from people who really value fine work,
work that cannot be produced by machinery, but which
derives its qualities from the brain-directed hand of the
skilled craftsman, working on the best material by the
best methods.